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Mainstream movies over the Internet a
slow work in progress
By James Turner
Almost from the first days of the Internet, one of the products promised as "just around the corner" has been
video-on-demand.

That promise has been made for nearly a decade now. And except for
a few limited pilot programs, the idea of watching any movie or other
video release on your computer whenever you want to is still just a
promise.
But as high-speed Internet connections become more ubiquitous, a
close cousin of video-on-demand has emerged. While you still can't
click a button and watch a movie instantly, the first service offering
downloads of recently released mainstream films is now available.
Movielink ( www.movielink.com) offers a moderate selection of studio
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releases that can be downloaded over a cable modem or DSL line in
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one to two hours.
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Once on your PC's hard drive, you have up to a month to watch the
film. But after viewing it for the first time, you have 24 hours to watch it
again before the film expires.
The movies are encrypted to prevent viewers from copying them onto
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recordable DVDs.
Rental fees range from $4.95 for newly released films such as "Scooby-Doo" to $1.99 for a
classic like the Jane Fonda camp romp, "Barbarella."
As for the software needed to watch a film, you can use either Windows Media Player, or
RealPlayer from Real Networks. Both formats appear to work equally well.
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But Movielink has some drawbacks.
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For one, owners of Apple computers or other machines without Windows can't use the service;
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they are incompatible.
For those who do own Windows, you still need to start downloading your movie several hours
before you can watch it. And, let's face it, curling up in front of your computer to see a movie
just isn't as much fun as watching it on a large-screen TV.
As for video quality, it's about as good as a VHS videotape.
But you may occasionally see what video gurus call "artifacts of the compression process."
During scenes with a lot of motion the video becomes choppy and staggers. (The rest of us call
this funny-looking video.)
Finally, all the films viewed during evaluation were formatted to fit a computer screen. They are
MOST VIEWED

not in the wide-screen "letterbox" format available on most DVDs.
Movielink movies also did not come with commentaries or other special features usually found

1. Was Iran's election rigged? Here's what is
known so far.

on DVDs.

2. Flight computers at heart of Air France crash?

For those not interested in mainstream films, several other Internet services offer movies for

3. Chinese waitress freed after killing official –
and winning nationwide support

specialized audiences. For example, AtomFilms ( www.atomfilms.com) focuses on short films

4. In amazing show of athleticism, Obama kills
housefly in mid-air

(they currently have a new set of "Wallace and Gromit" animated shorts available), while

5. Iran and Russia nip at US global dominance

MovieFlix ( www.movieflix.com) has a good selection of B-Movies and Foreign films ("Bride of

6. The private health industry's time is up

the Gorilla" anyone?)

7. Blacks abandon San Francisco

• James Turner is a computer consultant and an avid Web surfer living in New Hampshire.

8. For Gitmo Uighurs, new life is no walk on the
beach
9. Air France crash: What is known so far
10. Why Israel and Hamas are meeting with
Jimmy Carter

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

• Advice

for Predicting Market Demand... Business 2.0
• Want Video on Demand? Press Pause Wired (Sept 11)
• Movielink
• CinemaNow
• Video-on-Demand NewsTrove

What happens when ordinary people decide to pay it
forward? Extraordinary change. See how individuals
are making a difference, finding solutions, overcoming
adversity, and giving back globally.

Please Note: The Monitor does not endorse the sites behind these
links. We offer them for your additional research. Following these
links will open a new browser window.

E-mail this story

Print this story

Write a letter to the Editor

Bob Hildreth tries to
get low-cost water
filters that use sand
and porous clay,
respectively, into
homes in the
Dominican Republic.

del.icio.us

Get Monitor stories by e-mail: Your e-mail address
(Your e-mail address will be protected by csmonitor.com's tough privacy policy.)

http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1209/p14s01-wmcn.html

digg

Moises VelasquezManoff

People Making a Difference: Bob Hildreth
and Lisa Ballantine
These two innovators, working independently,
provide cheap, effective filters that make polluted
water potable.

Page 2 of 3

Mainstream movies over the Internet a slow work in progress | csmonitor.com

POLITICS

WORLD

6/17/09 10:48 AM

GLOBAL NEWS

WORLD

CSMonitorMall.com

Learn More | All Stores

Any purchase you make will directly support the Monitor.

Global warming affecting
every corner of the US,
report says

Europe's newspapers
struggle, too

Greece: Play tackles social
taboos

TOOLS AND
GUIDES

ETHICAL MARKET
MONITOR

Ethical investing

The Domini Social Index 400 over the
last 90 days.

Annual Guide to Giving

Chinese waitress freed after
killing official – and winning
nationwide support

Salary Wizard ®
Find out what you're worth
Job title
(e.g., project manager)

FINANCE
QUESTIONS?

Zip Code

E-mail Work & Money.
3m 6m 1y 2y compare to DJIA

Chart data by
CSI

Ads by Google

(About these ads)

Full Length Movies Online
Watch Classic Full Length Movies for Free at
Fancast.
www.Fancast.com

Download Movies Online
Watch Movies Now with No Waiting! Get Full
Length Movies Online

Sponsored Links
Booking Agency

Graphic Design

Speakers Bureau

Grabow Entertainment Agency

Logo Design - LogoBee

Motivational Speakers

Business Resources

Real Estate

Web Services

Business Cards
Checks

International Shipping
Mortgage Calculator
Moving
Moving Companies
Real Estate

Dedicated Servers
Web Hosting

Real.com/SuperPass

The Ford Story
Visit The Ford Story to Learn how we are
Doing Business Differently.
TheFordStory.com

Full Length Movies Online

Watch Classic Full Length Movies for Free
at Fancast.
www.Fancast.com

Download Movies Online

Watch Movies Now with No Waiting! Get
Full Length Movies Online
Real.com/SuperPass

Local Business Directory
401K Plans
Accounting
Advertising & Marketing
Air Charter
Air Travel
Annuities
Answering Services
Antivirus / Antispam Solutions
Apartment Loans
Appliances
Aquariums
Architects
Asphalt / Paving
Assembly Services
Asset-Based Finance
Audio Conferencing
Auto Accessories

The Ford Story

See Ford's Progress on their Plan to Make
the World's Best Vehicles.
TheFordStory.com

Home | About Us/Help | Site Map | Feedback | Contact Us | Subscribe | Archive | Print Edition | Text | Corrections | Make Us Your Home Page
Privacy Policy | Rights & Permissions | Terms of Service | Advertise With Us | Monitor Mall | Today's Article on Christian Science

www.csmonitor.com | Copyright © 2009 The Christian Science Monitor. All rights reserved.

http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1209/p14s01-wmcn.html

Page 3 of 3

