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Considering the ever-expanding universe of Web sites, it was inevitable that we would eventually see sites
whose only purpose is to rate other sites.

These review sites try to address one of the problems that mega-portal sites such as Yahoo! can't.

While the Yahoo! search engine will cheerfully return endless lists of companies doing business in your
desired area, there is no way to tell the wheat from the chaff.

That's where review sites come into play.

One of the more recent players on the scene is Gomez (gomez.com). This service provides rankings and
reviews for a somewhat limited number of online commerce areas, such as banking and gifts.

One nice feature is the ability to see the rankings weighted to a particular personality profile. For example,
you can see which online brokers are best for you if you day-trade as opposed to stash funds into your
401(k).
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With Gomez adding more and more categories each day, it's a must-visit site.

Another reviewer, Bizrate (bizrate.com) takes a different approach. You select a product (down to the

7he CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
manufacturer and model if you desire), and the system returns a list of vendors who offer that product, O N l I O R

ranked by factors like ease of ordering and privacy policies.

Mini reviews of the companies are also provided.

One problem: The review scores seem awfully glowing. It's uncommon to find companies ranked under four
on a scale of 1 to 5 stars.
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Deja.com has a ranked review section as well, but the real power of deja comes from searching its
exhaustive archives of Usenet discussion groups. | find this area to be especially helpful when shopping for
new computer-related products. Here, you get the unvarnished experiences of users, especially in regards to
installation problems, incompatibilities, and customer-support nightmares. Great Deals At

| | JCPenne
Finally, that granddaddy of product ratings, Consumer's Reports (www.consumerreports.org) has begun to
rate Web sites. Unfortunately, the site currently only ranks in five categories (books, electronics, toys, Let Us Surprise You With Our Style &
catalogs, and small appliances) and a ridiculously small number of sites (just six for electronics). You'll pay Savings-Shop Your Local JCPenney

$3.95 a month to view the reviews as well.
JCPenney.com
*James Turner is a computer consultant and avid Web user.

(c) Copyright 2000. The Christian Science Publishing Society


http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/about_the_monitor.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/textedition/
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/p_subscribe.html#print
http://www.csmonitor.com/relocation
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/world
http://www.csmonitor.com/usa/
http://www.csmonitor.com/commentary/
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/
http://features.csmonitor.com/environment/
http://features.csmonitor.com/innovation/
http://www.csmonitor.com/arts/
http://features.csmonitor.com/books/
http://www.csmonitor.com/living/
http://www.csmonitor.com/learning/
http://www.csmonitor.com/homeforum/
http://www.csmonitorservices.com/archive?A-Header
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/about_the_monitor.html
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad10246y-map.cgi/SZ=300X250B/KW=KEYWORD/V=2.0D/BRC=76535/BCPG134618.189859.215680/
http://services.google.com/feedback/abg?url=http://www.csmonitor.com/2000/0228/p16s2.html&hl=en&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adU=JCPenney.com&adT=Great+Deals+At+JCPenney&done=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BiBQ9v2qJSs38Mcng6Aa6_fG9C92ogZ8B2f-3ug7xjvvdGwAQARgBII3w5QU4AFDylvHI_v____8BYMnu-YiEpOwPsgERd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb226AQozMzZ4MjgwX2FzyAEB2gEtaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jc21vbml0b3IuY29tLzIwMDAvMDIyOC9wMTZzMi5odG1smAKODMACAcgCj63MDagDAcgDB-gDmAPoA-EC6APgBugDjQP1AwQEAAT1AwAgAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzyU46JGI38RVv783otSson8jKVfQ&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://redirect.searchignite.com/si/cm/tracking/DGTrackingRedirect.aspx%3Fsiclientid%3D1637%26siredirect%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww%252Ejcpenney%252Ecom%252Fjcp%252Fjmetcap%252Easpx%253Fsiteid%253D700071082%2526url%253Dx2%252Easpx%253FDeptID%253D56530%2526CatID%253D56530%2526cm%255Fmmc%253DGoogle%252D%255F%252DSite%252520Targeting%252D%255F%252DComparsion%252520Shopping%252520Sites%252D%255F%252DComparsion%252520Shopping%252520Sites%26sisearchengine%3D177%26siproduct%3DGoogle%2BComparsion%2BShopping%2BSites%26clearppc%3D1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BiBQ9v2qJSs38Mcng6Aa6_fG9C92ogZ8B2f-3ug7xjvvdGwAQARgBII3w5QU4AFDylvHI_v____8BYMnu-YiEpOwPsgERd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb226AQozMzZ4MjgwX2FzyAEB2gEtaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jc21vbml0b3IuY29tLzIwMDAvMDIyOC9wMTZzMi5odG1smAKODMACAcgCj63MDagDAcgDB-gDmAPoA-EC6APgBugDjQP1AwQEAAT1AwAgAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzyU46JGI38RVv783otSson8jKVfQ&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://redirect.searchignite.com/si/cm/tracking/DGTrackingRedirect.aspx%3Fsiclientid%3D1637%26siredirect%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww%252Ejcpenney%252Ecom%252Fjcp%252Fjmetcap%252Easpx%253Fsiteid%253D700071082%2526url%253Dx2%252Easpx%253FDeptID%253D56530%2526CatID%253D56530%2526cm%255Fmmc%253DGoogle%252D%255F%252DSite%252520Targeting%252D%255F%252DComparsion%252520Shopping%252520Sites%252D%255F%252DComparsion%252520Shopping%252520Sites%26sisearchengine%3D177%26siproduct%3DGoogle%2BComparsion%2BShopping%2BSites%26clearppc%3D1
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/p_subscribe.html#print
http://www.csmonitor.com/newsletters/signup
http://www.csmonitor.com/rss

LINKS OF INTEREST

Chinese toy recalls show need for stringent quality

control 1
Crisis summit aims to save Iraq's Maliki 2
South African AIDS activists criticize firing of Madlala-
Routledge 3.
Hizbullah marks Lebanon war anniversary with pomp
and piety 4.
Democrats gain among US voters, but support is soft
Like the look of a traditional newspaper? Try the 5
Monitor's Treeless Edition
6
7
8
9
10.

MOST VIEWED

. Obama wins over a Montana crowd on

healthcare

. The war on drugs needs a timeout

Truck bomb signals trouble on Russia's
southern flank

Oops, he did it again: Jamaica's Usain Bolt
sets new world record

. Firefighters make progress against Santa Cruz

fire

. Riot shows difficulty of desegregating

California prisons

. As a CIA spy, I saw in Iran what the West

cannot ignore

. Review: 'District 9'

. Obama’s health ideas elicit support,

skepticism in Colorado

Ahmadinejad blames West for fomenting Iran
unrest

Home | About Us/Help | Site Map | Feedback | Contact Us | Subscribe | Archive | Text | Corrections | Make Us Your Home Page
Privacy Policy | Rights & Permissions | Terms of Service | Advertise With Us | Monitor Mall | Today's Article on Christian Science

www.csmonitor.com | Copyright © 2009 The Christian Science Monitor. All rights reserved.


http://features.csmonitor.com/politics/2009/08/14/obama-wins-over-a-montana-crowd-on-healthcare/
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0811/p09s01-coop.html
http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/08/17/truck-bomb-signals-trouble-on-russias-southern-flank/
http://features.csmonitor.com/globalnews/2009/08/16/oops-he-did-it-again-jamaicas-usain-bolt-sets-new-world-record/
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0816/p02s01-usgn.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0814/p02s04-usju.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0805/p09s01-coop.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0814/p17s01-almo.html
http://features.csmonitor.com/politics/2009/08/16/obama%e2%80%99s-health-ideas-elicit-support-skepticism-in-colorado/
http://www.csmonitor.com/2009/0816/p99s01-duts.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0816/p01s01-ussc.html?s=u1
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0816/p01s05-wome.html?s=u2
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0816/p06s01-woaf.html?s=u3
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0816/p07s02-wome.html?s=u4
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0816/p01s02-uspo.html?s=u5
http://www.csmonitortreeless.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/index.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/about_the_monitor.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/site_map.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/contactus.pl
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/p_subscribe.html#print
http://www.csmonitor.com/search
http://www.csmonitor.com/textedition/
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/corrections.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2000/0228/p16s2.html#
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/privacy.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/copyright.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/copyright.html#tos
http://www.csmonitor.com/aboutus/advertising.html
http://www.csmonitormall.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/csarticle
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad10246j-map.cgi/SZ=1X1A/KW=KEYWORD/V=2.0D/BRC=24638/BCPG19520.37686.40524/

